[Scarred uterus. Results and selection of patients for vaginal delivery. Apropos of 884 cases].
The authors present their results as far as successful vaginal delivery (in 39.9% of cases) carried out in 884 cases with a scar in the uterus. They also give the morbidity and maternal and fetal mortality as well as those that developed a rupture of the uterus. No mother died in their series and there was no fetal death that could be ascribed to a complete rupture or a uterine dehiscence. Both fetal and maternal mortality was considerably higher when the trial of scar failed or when a Caesarean section was carried out prophylactically, as compared with the results from vaginal delivery. 2.17% of all the 884 patients with a uterine scar had a complete or incomplete rupture of the scar. Finally the describe their criteria for selecting patients for attempts at vaginal delivery and they show that it is necessary to test the ability of the fetus to pass through the pelvis after looking very carefully at the partogram made for the previous Caesarean operation. In this way they were able to use a trial of labour in slightly contracted pelves or where the fetus was big in such a manner as to obtain a vaginal delivery in, respectively, 68 and 72% of cases.